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But whenever an aristocracy consents to impart some
of its privileges to these same individuals, the two
classes coalesce very readily, and assume, as it were
the consistency of a single order of family interests. . .''-
Lawyers are attached to public order beyond every
other consideration, and the best security of public
order is authority. It must not be forgotten that, if
they prize the free institutions of their country much
they nevertheless value the legality of those institu-
tions far more : they are less afraid of tyranny than
of arbitary power ; and provided that the legislature
take upon itself to deprive men of their independence
they are not dissatisfied. . . .
The government of democracy is favourable to the
political power of lawyers ; for when the wealthy,
the noble, and the prince are excluded from the
government, they are sure to occupy the highest
stations, in their own right, as it were, since they are
the only men of information and sagacity, beyond &?,
sphere of the people, who can be the objects of the"
popular choice. If, then, they are led by their tastes
to combine with the aristocracy and to support
the Crown, they are naturally brought into contact
with the people by their interests. They like the
government of democracy, without participating in
its propensities and without imitating its weaknesses;
whence they derive a twofold authority, from it and
over it. The people in democratic States does not
mistrust the members of the legal profession, because
it is well known that they are interested in serving the
popular cause ; and it listens to them without irrita-
tion, because it does not attribute to them any sinister,
designs. The object of lawyers is not, indeed, to
overthrow the institutions of democracy, but they
constantly endeavour to give it an impulse which
diverts it from its real tendency, by means which are